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together again at Vienna. It did not turn out that way;
the Congress was forced to carry out a new partition, the
fourth and the most cruel of all, for it lasted a century.
Why? Austria and Prussia could have given their consent
to the resurrection of Poland, because they could easily
have found the necessary indemnities in Germany, and
they would have had the advantage of pushing the Russian
Empire back toward Asia. Russia, however, could not.
Alexander I, by taking the initiative in reconstructing the
European system, had made Russia a great European
power, the equal of Austria, of France, of England, not to
speak of Prussia, which was not at that time a really great
power. In 1815, Russia had to advance into Europe, that
is into Poland, as far as she could, even at the risk of
perishing as a result of it a century later; in 1815, Europe
cpuld not force her back into Asia, because without the an-
nexation of the Duchy of Warsaw, Alexander could not
have made Russia accept the treaties of Paris and Vienna.
And if Russia had not become a European power the con-
struction at Vienna would have collapsed. That is why
the fate of Poland was irrevocably decided at Vienna, for
as long as the system of Vienna lasted. The desperate
revolts of Poland were to be in vain.
It was not to be the same for the other peoples when
they became dissatisfied with what the Congress had ac-
complished: Belgium, Italy, and Germany. During the
nineteenth century, three great crises were to be provoked
in Europe by the combination of the Revolutions spirit
of adventure with its new doctrines, and by the ferments
and explosions which resulted from that combination: in
1830, the fall of the legitimate monarchy in France and
the revolt of Belgium; in 1848, the European Revolution;
and from 1860 to 1870, the creation of the Kingdom of
Italy, the destruction of the Germanic Confederation, and
the formation of the German Empire. These events were
profoundly to alter the system set up by the Congress,
while satisfying the desires of Belgium, Italy, and Ger-